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655 Emergency conversion to cardiopulmonary bypass during attempted off-
pump revascularization results in increased morbidity and mortality
Nirav C. Patel, MD, Nilesh U. Patel, MD, Didier F. Loulmet, MD, John C. McCabe, MD, and
Valavanur A. Subramanian, MD, New York, NY
The incidence of emergency conversion to CPB during attempted OPCAB in 1678 consecutive
patients was 2.97%. Emergency conversion was an unpredictable event and resulted in 12%
mortality and high morbidity in comparison with that seen in nonconverted patients undergoing
OPCAB.
662 Valve-sparing aortic root replacement in bicuspid aortic valves: A
reasonable option?
Diana Aicher, MD, Frank Langer, MD, Anke Kissinger, Henning Lausberg, MD,
Roland Fries, MD, and Hans-Joachim Schäfers, MD, Homburg, Germany
We have treated aortic dilatation in the presence of a bicuspid valve with root remodeling and
valve repair. Freedom from reoperation at 5 years was 98%, with systolic gradients identical to
those seen with remodeling in tricuspid aortic valves. Root remodeling appears to be a good
option for regurgitant bicuspid aortic valves and aortic dilatation.
669 Single-stage repair of extensive thoracic aortic aneurysms: Experience with
the arch-first technique and bilateral anterior thoracotomy
Nicholas T. Kouchoukos, MD, Michael C. Mauney, MD, Paolo Masetti, MD, and
Catherine F. Castner, RN, St Louis, Mo
A single-stage technique for extensive thoracic aortic replacement with the arch-first technique
and bilateral anterior thoracotomy with transverse sternotomy was used in 46 patients. Low
hospital mortality (6.5%), absence of stroke, and 75% 5-year survival suggest that this
technique is a suitable alternative to a 2-stage procedure for repair of extensive thoracic aortic
disease.
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